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Summary of 
Contents: 
Admiralty Commissioner’s Orders sent to Admiral Sir John Thomas 
Duckworth, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of Newfoundland, informing 
him of America’s declaration of war against Great Britain and instructing him 
to seize and destroy all ships belonging to the United States of America which 
he may encounter.  The document is dated October 13, 1812, and is signed by 
William Domett, Joseph Sydney Yorke, George Warrender, and John Barrow.  
The paper is marked “duplicate”.  It is likely that several copies were issued 
and sent via different ships to ensure that at least one made it to Admiral 
Duckworth. 
Physical 
Description / 
Condition: 
32 x 20 cm. 
Other Notes: Sir John Thomas Duckworth (1747-1817) served as Governor and 
Commander-in-Chief of Newfoundland when the United States declared war 
against Great Britain in 1812.  He effectively prepared for the war by reviving 
and expanding the militia forces, establishing a signal station to warn of the 
approach of enemy ships, and strengthening the seaward forces.  He resigned 
the post in December 1812 in order to take a parliamentary seat for New 
Romney, on the Kent coast. 
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Sir William Domett (1752-1828) and Sir Joseph Sydney (1768-1831) were 
both naval officers and members of the Board of Admiralty when the United 
States declared war on Great Britain in 1812.  Sir George Warrender, 4
th
 
Baronet (1782-1849), served as Lord of the Admiralty from 1812-1822, and as 
a Member of Parliament for various constituencies in Great Britain from 
1807-1832.  Sir John Barrow (1764-1848) was secretary of the Admiralty 
from 1804-1845, with the exception of the period from Feb. 1806-April 1807.  
He is best known for his support and encouragement of British exploration, 
especially in West Africa and the Arctic.  
                                                         
  
Location: Brock University Archives 
Source 
Information: 
 Acquired from Marine & Cannon books in 2013. 
Described by: Chantal Cameron Date: April 2013 
 
